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Amendments to Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the instant 
application: 

T. taring nf Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A node exposing method, comprising: 

obtaining from a display map, at least one reference to at least one node, wherein 
each node is associated with a display element displayable in said display map, and 
wherein each node has a plurality of selectively presentable attributes, wherein each 
ttrniMta is alternately w nimri m one of f plurality of ore-selected visual formats, each 
visual format co rres ponding to n different discrete Quantized value, and wherein each 
node represents a component in a complex heterogeneous system, and wherein each 
display element is capable of simultaneously displaying a plurality of attributes of an 

associated node; 

receiving at least one data metric from said component; 
converting said at least one data metric into an updated value; and 
providing said updated value to said display map, said display map updating the 
display element in the display map to reflect the updated value, wherein said obtaining, 
said receiving, said converting, and said providing steps are performed within a software 
agent, wherein said software agent is a platform-independent software object, and 
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wherein said display map simultaneously displays said display elements in a planar 
fashion. 

2. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 1, wherein said 
updated value is used for computing an indicator for representing at least one attribute of 
said node, said method further comprising the step of: 

displaying said computed indication on said display map within the display 

element. 

3. (Canceled) 

4. (Currently Amended) A node exposing method, comprising: 

providing by request to a plurality of software agents, references to a plurality of 
nodes wherein each node is associated with a display element displayable in a display 
map, wherein each node represents a component in a content delivery network (CDN), 
and wherein each display element is capable of simultaneously displaying a plurality of 
' attributes of an associated node, attribute 'being alternately presented in one of a 
Polity of p^h^ ™i™-s ™1nr corresnnnding to a different discrete quantized 
value : 
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each of said-agents, receiving 



at least one data metric from associated ones of said 



components; 

each of said receiving agents, computing at least one updated node value 
responsive to receiving said data metrics; and 

updating at least one of the display elements in the display map with said updated 
node values received from said agents, wherein said display map simultaneously displaya 
said display elements in a planar fashion. 



5. (Canceled) 



6. (Currently Amended) A node exposing system, comprising: 

a display map for displaying a plurality of display elements, each display element 
associated with a node, wherein each display element is visually presented in a px si 

visual format that corres pmiHs to a discrete quantized value that represents at 
least one reported value for an attribute of the associated node, and wherein each display 
element is capable of simultaneously displaying a plurality of attributes of an associated 
node; 

a plurality of components distributed across a heterogeneous network; and 
a plurality of agents configured to acquire references to individual ones of said 
nodes, said agents obtaining updated values for particular nodes from data metrics 
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obtained from associated ones of said components, said agents reporting said updated 
values to said nodes, said nodes r^sponsively updating associated display elements, 
wherein said display map simultaneously displays said display elements in a planar 
fashion. 



7. (Currently Amended) A machine readable storage having stored thereon, a 
computer program having a plurality of code sections for exposing a node, said code 
sections executable by a machine for causing the machine to perform the steps of: 

obtaining from a display map, at least one reference to at least one node, wherein 
each node is associated with a display element displayable in said display map, and 
wherein each node haa a plurality of selectively presentable attributes, wherein each 
<,tmh„ t * is alternately presented in on * nf a plurality of undetected visual formate, each 
vi-n.1 format corres ponding to a di fWnt discrete quantized value, and wherein each 
node represents a component in a complex heterogeneous system, and wherein each 
display element is capable of simultaneously displaying a plurality of attributes of an 

associated node; 

receiving at least one data metric from said component; 

converting said at least one data metric into an updated value; and 

providing said updated value to said display map, said display map updating the 

display element in the display map to reflect the updated value, wherein said obtaining, 
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said receiving, said converting, and said providing steps are performed within a software 
agent, wherein said software agent ia a platform-independent software object, and 
wherein said display map simultaneously displays said display elements in a planar 
fashion. 



8. (Previously Presented) The machine readable storage according to claim 7, 
wherein said updated value is used for computing an indicator for representing at least 
one attribute of said node, said machine readable storage further comprising the step of: 

displaying said computed indication on said display map within the di$play 
element. 



(Canceled) 



10. (Currendy Amended) A machine readable storage having stored thereon, a 
computer program having a plurality of code sections for exposing a node, said code 
sections executable by a machine for causing the machine to perform the steps of: 

providing by request to a plurality of software agents, references to a plurality of 
nodes wherein each node is associated with a display element displayable in a display 
map, wherein each node represents a component in a content delivery network (CDN), 
and wherein each display element is capable of simultaneously displaying a plurality of 
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attributes of an associated node, mch attribute beinp Ornately presented in one of a 
polity nf pMPtacted colors, ca r * n»W cai-responding to a different discrete quantized 
value : 

each of said-agents, receiving at least one data metric from associated ones of said 
components; 

each of said receiving agents, computing at least one updated node value 
responsive to receiving said data metrics; and 

updating at least one of the display elements in the display map with said updated 
node values received from said agents, wherein said display map simultaneously displaya 
said display elements in a planar fashion 

11. (Canceled) 

12. (Previously Presented) The node exposing method of claim 1, wherein said 
display map includes a plurality of said nodes, and wherein particular ones of said nodes 
receive updated values provided by a plurality of different software agents. 

13. (Previously Presented) The node exposing method of claim 4, wherein a 
plurality of different agents receive at least one data metric from one of said components. 
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14. (Previously Presented) The node exposing method of claim 4, wherein for 
particular ones of said agents said at least one data metric comprises a plurality of data 
metrics, and wherein said at least one updated node value comprises a plurality of 
updated node values, wherein said plurality of updated node values for said component 
are displayed within an associated one of the display elements. 

15. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 6, wherein a plurality of said 
agents receive data metrics from one of said components. 

1 6. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 6, wherein a plurality of updated 
values associated with one of said components are displayed within one of said display 
elements presented within said display map. 

17. (Previously Presented) The machine readable storage according to claim 7, 
wherein said display map includes a plurality of said nodes, and wherein particular ones 
of said nodes receive updated values provided by a plurality of different software agents. 



18. (Previously Presented) The machine readable storage according to claim 10. 
wherein a plurality of different agents receive at least one data metric from one of said 
components. 
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19. (Previously Presented) The machine readable storage according to claim 10, 
wherein for particular ones of said agents said at least one data metric comprises a 
plurality of data metrics, and wherein said at least one updated node value comprises a 
plurality of updated node values, wherein said plurality of updated node values for said 
component are displayed within an associated one of the display elements. 

20. (Previously Presented) The node exposing method of claim 1 , wherein said 
display map includes a plurality of the display elements, said method further comprising 
the step of: 

identifying at least one display map parameter relating to at least one of the 
attributes; and 

setting each node so that each associated display element is adjusted to present 
attributes in accordance with the at least one display map parameter. 
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